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State Power to 

Terminate 
Declaration 

Power to Extend 
Declaration 

Constitutional or 
Statutory Source 

Date of Emergency 
Declaration 

Alabama No Yes- After 60 days Ala. Code § 31-9-8 
 

03/13/2020 

Alaska No Yes-After 30 days Alaska Stat. Ann. § 
26.23.025 (West) 

03/11/2020 

Arizona By Concurrent 
Res 

No Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 26-
303 
 

03/11/2020 

Arkansas By Concurrent 
Res 

No  03/11/2020 

California By Concurrent 
Res 

No Cal. Gov't Code § 8629 03/04/2020 

Colorado By Concurrent 
Res 

No Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
24-33.5-704  

03/10/2020 

Connecticut By Leg. Comm. 
Within 72 hours 

No Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 
28-9  

03/10/2020 

Delaware No No Del. Code Ann. tit. 20, § 
3115 

03/12/2020 

Florida Concurrent Res 
(Gov. shall) 

No Fla. Stat. Ann. § 252.36 
 

03/07/2020 

Georgia Concurrent Res 
(Gov. Shall) 

No Ga. Code Ann. § 38-3-51 
 

03/14/2020 

Hawaii No No Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
127A-14 

03/05/2020 

Idaho Concurrent Res 
(Gov. Shall) 

No Idaho Code Ann. § 46-
1008 
 

03/13/2020 

Illinois No No 20 ILCS 3305/7 03/09/2020 
Indiana Concurrent Res 

(Gov. Shall) 
 Ind. Code Ann. § 10-14-3-

12 
03/06/2020 

Iowa Concurrent Res; 
by Leg. Council 
if not in session. 

No Iowa Code Ann. § 29C.6 
 

03/09/2020 

Kansas Concurrent Res 
(Gov. Shall) 

Yes- after 15 days Kan. Stat. Ann. § 48-924 
 

03/12/2020 

Kentucky No  No KRS Chapter 39A 03/06/2020 
Louisiana By petition of 

maj of either 
Chamber 

No La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
29:724 
 

03/11/2020 

Maine Joint Res (Gov 
shall) 

No Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 37-B, § 
743 

03/15/2020 

Maryland Joint Res. (Gov. 
Shall) 

No MD PUBLIC SAFETY § 14-
107 

03/05/2020 

Massachusetts No No Chapter 639 of the Acts 
of !950 

03/10/2020 



Michigan No Yes if requested by 
the governor 

Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 
30.403 

03/10/2020 

Minnesota Majority vote of 
each chamber 

No Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 
30.403 
 

03/13/2020 

Mississippi No No Miss. Code. Ann. § 33-15-
11 

03/14/2020 

Missouri Legislative Res No Mo. Ann. Stat. § 44.100 03/13/2020 
Montana Joint Res No Mont. Code Ann. § 10-3-

303 
03/12/2020 

Nebraska Legislative Res. No Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-
829.40 

03/12/2020 

Nevada Legislative Res No Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
414.070 

03/12/2020 

New Hampshire Concurrent Res No N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
4:45 

03/12/2020 

New Jersey No No N.J.S.A. App. A:9-51 
 

03/09/2020 

New Mexico No No N.M. Stat. Ann. § 12-10-
19 

03/11/2020 

New York No No N.Y. Exec. Law § 28 03/07/2020 
North Carolina No Yes; After 60 days 

(I); After 12 
months (II); After 
24 Months (III). 

N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 
166A-19.21 (West) 

03/10/2020 

North Dakota Concurrent Res. No N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 
37-17.1-05 

03/13/2020 

Ohio No No Section 5502.22 of the 
Ohio Revised Code 

03/09/2020 

Oklahoma Concurrent Res No Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 63, § 
683.9 

03/16/2020 

Oregon Joint Res No Or. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 
401.204 

03/08/2020 

Pennsylvania Concurrent Res 
(Gov Shall) 

No 35 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 
7301 

03/06/2020 

Rhode Island Concurrent Res 
(Gov shall) 

No R.I. Gen. Laws Ann. § 30-
15-9 

03/09/2020 

South Carolina No Yes- After 15 days S.C. Code Ann. § 25-1-
440 

03/13/2020 

South Dakota No No S.D. Codified Laws § 34-
48A-5 

03/13/2020 

Tennessee No No Tenn. Code Ann. § 58-2-
107 

03/12/2020 

Texas Legislative 
statute (Gov 
shall) 

No Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 
418.014 

03/13/2020 

Utah Joint Res (Gov 
shall) 

Yes- After 30 days Utah Code Ann. § 53-2a-
206 

03/06/2020 



Vermont No No Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 20, § 13 03/13/2020 
Virginia No No Va. Code Ann. § 44-

146.17 
03/10/2020 

Washington No  Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 
43.06.210 

02/29/2020 

West Virginia Concurrent Res 
(regarding state 
of emergency or 
of 
preparedness). 

No W. Va. Code Ann. § 15-5-
6 

03/16/2020 

Wisconsin Joint Res Joint Res after 30 
days 

Wis. Stat. Ann. § 323.10 
 

03/12/2020 

Wyoming No No Wyo. Stat. Ann. $ 19-13-
102 

03/13/2020 
 

 
 
Gov. Shall- In these states, the statute requires that once the legislature has acted to terminate the state of 
emergency “the governor shall issue a proclamation terminating the state of disaster emergency.” 
 
 
  



 
Constitutional or Statutory Language Relative to  

Emergency Powers Terminations 
 

Alabama: The emergency, whether proclaimed by the Governor or by the Legislature, shall terminate 60 days 
after the date on which it was proclaimed unless the Governor extends the emergency by proclamation or the 
Legislature extends the emergency by a joint resolution. Ala. Code § 31-9-8 
 
Alaska: A proclamation of disaster emergency may not remain in effect longer than 30 days unless extended 
by the legislature by a concurrent resolution. Alaska Stat. Ann. § 26.23.025 (West) 
 
Arizona: No role for the legislature. The powers granted the governor by this chapter with respect to a state of 
emergency shall terminate when the state of emergency has been terminated by proclamation of the 
governor or by concurrent resolution of the legislature declaring it at an end. Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 26-303 
 
Arkansas: The General Assembly by concurrent resolution may terminate a state of disaster emergency at any 
time. Ark. Code Ann. § 12-75-107 
 
California: All of the powers granted the Governor by this chapter with respect to a state of emergency shall 
terminate when the state of emergency has been terminated by proclamation of the Governor or by 
concurrent resolution of the Legislature declaring it at an end. 
Cal. Gov't Code § 8629 
 
Colorado: The general assembly, by joint resolution, may terminate a state of disaster emergency at any time. 
Thereupon, the governor shall issue an executive order or proclamation ending the state of disaster 
emergency. Colo. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 24-33.5-704 
 
Connecticut: Any such proclamation, or order issued pursuant thereto, issued by the Governor because of a 
disaster resulting from man-made cause may be disapproved by majority vote of a joint legislative committee 
consisting of the president pro tempore of the Senate, the speaker of the House of Representatives and the 
majority and minority leaders of both houses of the General Assembly, provided at least one of the minority 
leaders votes for such disapproval. Conn. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 28-9 
 
Delaware: No role for the legislature. Del. Code Ann. tit. 20, § 3115 
 
Florida: The Legislature by concurrent resolution may terminate a state of emergency at any time. Thereupon, 
the Governor shall issue an executive order or proclamation ending the state of emergency. Fla. Stat. Ann. § 
252.36 
 
Georgia: The General Assembly by concurrent resolution may terminate a state of emergency or disaster at 
any time. Thereupon, the Governor shall by appropriate action end the state of emergency or disaster. 
Ga. Code Ann. § 38-3-51 
 
Hawaii: No role for the legislature. Haw. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 127A-14 
 
Idaho: The legislature by concurrent resolution may terminate a state of disaster emergency at any time. 
Thereupon, the governor shall issue an executive order or proclamation ending the state of disaster 
emergency. Idaho Code Ann. § 46-1008 



 
Illinois: No role for the legislature. 20 ILCS 3305/7 
 
Indiana: The general assembly, by concurrent resolution, may terminate a state of disaster emergency at any 
time. If the general assembly terminates a state of disaster emergency under this subsection, the governor 
shall issue an executive order or proclamation ending the state of disaster emergency. 
Ind. Code Ann. § 10-14-3-12 
 
Iowa: The general assembly may, by concurrent resolution, rescind this proclamation. 
If the general assembly is not in session, the legislative council may, by majority vote, rescind this 
proclamation. Rescission shall be effective upon filing of the concurrent resolution or resolution of the 
legislative council with the secretary of state.  Iowa Code Ann. § 29C.6 
 
Kansas: At any time, the legislature by concurrent resolution may require the governor to terminate a state of 
disaster emergency. Upon such action by the legislature, the governor shall issue a proclamation terminating 
the state of disaster emergency. Kan. Stat. Ann. § 48-924 
 
Kentucky: No role for the legislature. KRS Chapter 39A 
 
Louisiana: The legislature, by petition signed by a majority of the surviving members of either house, may 
terminate a state of disaster or emergency at any time. This petition terminating the state of emergency or 
disaster may establish a period during which no other declaration of emergency or disaster may be issued.  
La. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 29:724 
 
Maine: The Legislature, by joint resolution, may terminate a state of emergency at anytime. Thereupon, the 
Governor shall issue an executive proclamation ending the state of emergency. 
Me. Rev. Stat. tit. 37-B, § 743 
 
Maryland: (4)(i) The General Assembly by joint resolution may terminate a state of emergency at any time. 
(ii) After the General Assembly terminates a state of emergency, the Governor shall issue an executive order 
or proclamation that terminates the state of emergency. 
MD PUBLIC SAFETY § 14-107 
 
Massachusetts: No role for the legislature. Chapter 639 of the Acts of !950 
 
Michigan: If the Governor acts under Michigan's Emergency Powers of the Governor Act of 1945, the 
legislature has no constitutional method of limiting the governor’s action. However, if the Governor acts under 
1976’s Emergency Management’s Act, the executive order must have legislative approval if it extends past 28 
days. Mich. Comp. Laws Ann. § 30.403 
 
Minnesota: (b) By majority vote of each house of the legislature, the legislature may terminate a peacetime 
emergency extending beyond 30 days. If the governor determines a need to extend the peacetime emergency 
declaration beyond 30 days and the legislature is not sitting in session, the governor must issue a call 
immediately convening both houses of the legislature.  Minn. Stat. Ann. § 12.31 
 
Mississippi: No role for the legislature. 
 



Missouri: Any emergency, whether proclaimed by the governor or by the legislature, shall terminate upon the 
proclamation thereof by the governor, or the passage by the legislature, of a resolution terminating such 
emergency; Mo. Ann. Stat. § 44.100 
 
Montana: At any time the legislature terminates the state of emergency or disaster by joint resolution. 
However, after termination of the state of emergency or disaster, disaster and emergency services required as 
a result of the emergency or disaster may continue. Mont. Code Ann. § 10-3-303 
 
Nebraska: The Legislature by resolution may terminate a state of emergency proclamation at any time, 
whereupon the Governor shall terminate the proclamation by letter of notice to such agency, the Secretary of 
State, and the clerks of the local governments in the area to which it applies. 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 81-829.40 
 
Nevada: Any such emergency or disaster, whether proclaimed by the Governor or by the Legislature, 
terminates upon the proclamation of the termination thereof by the Governor, or the passage by the 
Legislature of a resolution terminating the emergency or disaster. Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 414.070 
 
New Hampshire: The legislature may terminate a state of emergency by concurrent resolution adopted by a 
majority vote of each chamber. The governor's power to renew a declaration of a state of emergency shall 
terminate upon the adoption of a concurrent resolution under this subparagraph; provided, however, that 
such resolution shall not preclude the governor from declaring a new emergency for different circumstances 
under paragraph I of this section. N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 4:45 
 
New Jersey: No role for the legislature. N.J.S.A. App. A:9-51 
 
New Mexico: No role for the legislature. N.M. Stat. Ann. § 12-10-19 
 
New York: No role for the legislature. N.Y. Exec. Law § 28 
 
North Carolina: No role for the legislature in terminating. N.C. Gen. Stat. Ann. § 166A-19.20 
 
North Dakota: The state of disaster or emergency shall continue until the governor determines that the threat 
of an emergency has passed or the disaster has been dealt with to the extent that emergency conditions no 
longer exist. The legislative assembly by concurrent resolution may terminate a state of disaster or emergency 
at any time.  N.D. Cent. Code Ann. § 37-17.1-05 
 
Ohio: No role for the legislature. Section 5502.22 of the Ohio Revised Code 
 
Oklahoma: Any such emergency, whether proclaimed by the Governor or by the Legislature, shall terminate 
upon the proclamation of the termination thereof by the Governor, or by passage by the Legislature of a 
concurrent resolution terminating such emergency. Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 63, § 683.9 
 
Oregon: The state of emergency proclaimed by the Governor may be terminated at any time by joint 
resolution of the Legislative Assembly. Or. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 401.204 
 
Pennsylvania: The General Assembly by concurrent resolution may terminate a state of disaster emergency at 
any time. Thereupon, the Governor shall issue an executive order or proclamation ending the state of disaster 
emergency.  Note: The Governor could veto the resolution. 35 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 7301 
 



Rhode Island: The general assembly by concurrent resolution may terminate a state of disaster emergency at 
any time. Thereupon, the governor shall issue an executive order or proclamation ending the state of disaster 
emergency and what actions are being taken to control the emergency and what action the public should take 
to protect themselves. R.I. Gen. Laws Ann. § 30-15-9 
 
South Carolina: A declared state of emergency shall not continue for a period of more than fifteen days 
without the consent of the General Assembly; S.C. Code Ann. § 25-1-440 
 
South Dakota: No role for the legislature. S.D. Codified Laws § 34-48A-5 
 
Tennessee: No role for the legislature. Tenn. Code Ann. § 58-2-107 
 
Texas: The legislature by law may terminate a state of disaster at any time. On termination by the legislature, 
the governor shall issue an executive order ending the state of disaster. Tex. Gov't Code Ann. § 418.014 
 
Utah: A state of emergency may not continue for longer than 30 days unless extended by joint resolution of 
the Legislature, which may also terminate a state of emergency by joint resolution at any time. The governor 
shall issue an executive order ending the state of emergency on receipt of the Legislature's resolution. Utah 
Code Ann. § 53-2a-206 
 
Vermont: No role for the legislature. Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 20, § 13 
 
Virginia: No role for the legislature. a. Code Ann. § 44-146.17 
 
Washington: No role for the legislature. Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 43.06.210 
 
West Virginia: Any state of emergency or state of preparedness, whether proclaimed by the Governor or by 
the Legislature, terminates upon the proclamation of the termination by the Governor, or the passage by the 
Legislature of a concurrent resolution terminating the state of emergency or state of preparedness: Provided, 
That in no case shall a state of preparedness last longer than thirty days. 
W. Va. Code Ann. § 15-5-6 
 
Wisconsin: The executive order may be revoked at the discretion of either the governor by executive order or 
the legislature by joint resolution. Wis. Stat. Ann. § 323.10 
 
Wyoming: No role for the legislature. Wyo. Stat. Ann. $ 19-13-102 
 
 
Data Compiled from various sources. Thanks to Dr. Gregory Sunshine, Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention for his invaluable assistance in gathering this data. 
 
 
 


